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then? What is your vision for America when
your children are your age? That is what this
whole thing is about. So as you go to the
polls and as you debate this with your friends
and neighbors over the next week and as you
encourage a vigorous exchange, think about
this, and think about this last point.

Look around this hall today. Look around
this hall today. We have people of all kinds
of different political views—[laughter]—and
genders and ethnic backgrounds and reli-
gions and races. There is no place in America
anymore where you can’t find some measure
of diversity.

I was in Detroit the other day, and I was
told that in Wayne County there are people
from 141 different racial and ethnic groups—
141 in one county in America. There are only
192 different national groups represented at
the Olympics. Amazing. But you look at the
rest of the world. Pick up the paper on any
day and you read about the Middle East or
Bosnia or Northern Ireland or Rwanda or
Burundi. All over the world, people literally
torn apart by their differences. Why? Be-
cause there is something in human nature
that makes people have to believe that they
can only be important if they’re looking down
on someone else. ‘‘Well, whatever is wrong
with me, at least I’m not them.’’

Now, we’re trying to beat that rap. And
that’s why we cannot tolerate hatred or intol-
erance in this country. That’s why America
reacted so strongly against the horror of
Oklahoma City. That’s why America reacted
so strongly against the church burnings and
the desecration of synagogues and Islamic
centers in America. That’s why—we know
that. We know that.

And let me tell you, for all of the other
issues I’ve talked about today, it is just as
important for you to be able to say in your
heart that you want to build a bridge to the
21st century big enough, wide enough, strong
enough for everybody to walk across, and if
someone stands up and says, ‘‘I believe in
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the
Declaration of Independence, and I’m will-
ing to show up and do my job at work or
as a student or in some other way tomorrow.
I’m going to obey the law and be a respon-
sible citizen,’’ you need to be able to say back,
‘‘I need to know nothing else about you.

You’re part of my America. I will join hands
with you, and we will walk into the 21st cen-
tury together.’’

Thank you, Ohio. Thank you. God bless
you. Be there with us next Tuesday.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. at St.
John’s Arena. In his remarks, he referred to State
Senator Ben Espy; Cynthia Ruccia, candidate for
Ohio’s 12th Congressional District; and Franklin
County recorder candidate Anthony Celebreeze,
Jr.

Remarks at the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
October 29, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you, Philadelphia. Can you hear us
in the back? Beyond the fence? Thank you.
Thank you for being here today. Thank you,
Congressman Chaka Fattah, for your elo-
quent introduction. What’s all that music?
[Laughter] Whoever turned it off, give them
a hand. That’s great. There are a few thou-
sand people out there beyond the fence. Can
you hear us back there? Welcome. We’re
glad to see you.

Thank you, Congressman Chaka Fattah,
for your leadership. Thank you, Mayor
Rendell, for your outstanding leadership of
Philadelphia. It’s amazing what you’ve ac-
complished for all of America, as you said
in your introduction. [Laughter] Congress-
man Borski, Congressman Foglietta. And I’d
like to introduce a person that I hope will
be joining them in the United States Con-
gress to fight for you and your future, Joe
Hoeffel, a congressional candidate, very near
here. Thank you, sir. Thank you, president
of the Philadelphia City Council, John Street.
Thank you, my good friends, Grover Wash-
ington, Patti LaBelle, Boyz 2 Men. Weren’t
they great?

Thank you, Rodney Peete, for what you
said and what you do, and we all wish you
well in your recovery. He’s in a line of work
where he even takes more blows than I do,
and he’s doing very well. [Laughter] And
thank you, Holly, for being here. Thank you,
Dr. Papadakis, and thank you, Dr. Judith
Roden. Thank you, Chairman Brady and
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thank you, Catherine Baker Knowles. And I
understand that there are students here from
21 different colleges and universities
throughout the Delaware Valley, thank you,
all of you, for coming here today.

Thank you, Secretary Riley, for being here
with me and for being, I believe, the most
outstanding Secretary of Education in the
history of that department.

Ladies and gentlemen, we’re about to elect
the last President of the 20th century, the
first President of the 21st century. You have
a lot at stake in that election. I wanted to
come here today where there would be so
many young people to ask you to think about
your tomorrows. I ask you to go home tonight
and before you go to bed, to spend just a
few moments asking yourself a simple ques-
tion: What do I want my country to be like
when we cross that bridge into the 21st cen-
tury? What do I hope my country will be
like when my children are my age?

Here we are in Philadelphia, the birth-
place of American democracy. When our
forefathers gathered here to lead the way into
the 19th century over 200 years ago, they
restored to the Earth a form of government
called democracy that had been all but for-
gotten for 2000 years. Since ancient Greece,
people had given up on the idea that people
could be free, could freely govern them-
selves, could elect their own leaders and
make their own decisions and march into the
future as equal children of God. It was a rev-
olutionary idea.

And because they did that, they set in mo-
tion a whole chain of circumstances that have
brought us all here today. All of us from our
different ethnic and racial and religious back-
grounds, all of us from our different eco-
nomic circumstances, all of us from all over
this great country and from all over the
world, we stand here today freely to debate
our opinions and discuss our visions, because
they did that. What I want you to understand
is that we are about to begin a new century
and a new millennium where we are radically
changing the way we work and live and relate
to each other, where we must find a way to
meet our challenges and seize our opportuni-
ties while preserving the values that have sus-
tained this country and our families and our
lives for over 200 years.

Many of you in this audience today will
soon be doing jobs that have not been in-
vented yet; many of you will even be doing
work that has not been imagined yet. I want
to say a special word of thanks to those who
are here who are pushing the frontiers of
knowledge, the hundreds of scientists and
engineers, including many here in Pennsylva-
nia, who have supported our goals in science
and technology. And I want to thank espe-
cially one of your own who is here today and
was a pioneer of the Internet and one of the
cochairs of Scientists and Engineers for Clin-
ton-Gore, Pennsylvania’s own, David Farber.
Thank you for being here today.

If you just think about the Internet, 4 years
ago when I took the oath of office as Presi-
dent, about the only people who knew about
the Internet were nuclear physicists. Today
my cat has his own home page and own Web
site. [Laughter] I stop and shake hands with
schoolchildren; they know not very much
about me, but they have been conversing
with Socks on the Internet. [Laughter] Be-
fore you know it there will be 100 million
people on the Internet.

So when we think about this election, I
think it’s good to cheer and shout, make a
lot of noise and get our emotions running,
but I also think you ought to take a little
time just to ask yourself, ‘‘What do I want
this country to be like when we cross that
bridge to a new century and a new millen-
nium?’’

I have always wanted America to go into
this new century with the American dream
alive and well for everyone responsible
enough to work for it. I have always wanted
to know that our country would still be the
strongest force in the world for peace and
freedom and prosperity. And I have always
wanted to know that we could beat the tide
of history driving so many people apart
around the world, and we could say, we love
our diversity, we relish our diversity, we’re
building a stronger American community
with all the different people who come here
who share our values and believe in our Con-
stitution.

Now you know, 4 years ago when the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania supported me, you sort
of took me on faith. Today you don’t have
to do that entirely. There is a record. And
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it is true that we have 101⁄2 million more jobs,
that we have the lowest deficit that our coun-
try has had, once you adjust for inflation, in
22 years, that our deficit is now the lowest
of any advanced country in the world, and
that in part because of that, we have lower
interest rates, which means lower loan rates
for businesses, lower car payment rates and
student loan rates and home mortgage rates.
That’s what gives you 101⁄2 million new jobs
and record numbers of new businesses.

We have seen, after years and years and
years of decline and stagnation, the typical
families’ incomes begin to go up substantially
again, the biggest drop in childhood poverty
in 20 years. We have the largest number of
businesses owned by women and minorities
in the history of America. We are moving
in the right direction to the 21st century.

The welfare rolls have dropped by nearly
2 million. The crime rate has gone down for
4 years in a row and is now at a 10-year low.
Ten million Americans just got an increase
in their minimum wage. Twenty-five million
Americans may be helped by the Kennedy-
Kassebaum bill that says you can’t lose your
health insurance anymore just because you
change jobs or somebody in your family has
been sick. We’ve stopped and made it illegal
for insurance companies to kick mothers and
their newborn babies out of the hospital after
24 hours.

There are fewer chemical pollutants in the
air. Our drinking water is safer. Our food
standards have been raised. We’ve cleaned
up more toxic waste sites in 3 years than the
previous administrations did in 12. The envi-
ronment is cleaner, and we have fought off
the most vigorous assault on environmental
protection since we began to protect the en-
vironment in 1970. We are moving in the
right direction to the 21st century.

We have expanded Head Start, created the
national service program, given our schools
the tools they need to meet higher standards.
We have lowered the cost of college loans
and improved the repayment terms so that
for 10 million American students today you
can pay your college loan back as a percent-
age of your income and never fear being
bankrupted because of the increase in the
cost of college. I just signed the biggest in-
crease in the Pell grant program in 20 years,

and 200,000 more work-study positions for
college students throughout America. We are
moving in the right direction.

But you have to decide. And I want to go
through some of the specific issues, but I
want you to keep the big issues in mind. The
big issues are, what do you believe we have
to do together as a people nationally? It’s not
the Government versus the people. Our ad-
ministration has reduced the size of Govern-
ment, the number of regulations, the number
of programs and privatized more Govern-
ment operations than the last two administra-
tions combined. That is not what it is. It’s
whether you believe we’d be better off going
into the future with the philosophy of you’re
on your own, or whether you think it does
take a village to raise our children and invest
in our future and move forward into the 21st
century. It’s whether you believe that it’s
enough for someone to say to you, ‘‘Whatever
your station in life, there is the future out
there and there is a lot of mountains to climb
and valleys to cross and rivers to ford; I hope
you make it;’’ or whether you want to build
a bridge that’s strong enough and wide
enough for every one of us to walk across
together. That is the question before you.

So will we balance the budget while we
protect our investments in education, re-
search, the environment, and our obligations
to poor children, to our families in nursing
homes, to people with disabilities through
Medicare and Medicaid, or will we adopt a
risky tax scheme that will blow a hole in the
deficit and require bigger cuts than those I
vetoed last year when they shut the Govern-
ment down? I think I know the answer to
that. I think you want to balance the budget,
keep the economy growing, and have tar-
geted tax cuts for education and childrearing
and health care and buying a first home. Will
you help me build that bridge? [Applause]

We have made a beginning on health care
reform, but our balanced budget plan will
go further. It will help families keep their
insurance when they’re between jobs for 6
months. It will add another million children
to the ranks of insured. It will give free mam-
mograms to women on Medicare. And for
the nearly 2 million families struggling to
care with a family member with Alzheimer’s,
we’re going to give them some respite care
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because they’re trying to keep their families
together. That’s what we ought to do. Will
you help us build that bridge? [Applause]

We passed the family and medical leave
law, which has given 12 million families a
chance to take a little time off from work
when a baby is born or a family member is
sick. Our friends on the other side led the
fight against family and medical leave. They
said it would hurt the economy. We have
101⁄2 million more jobs and the fastest small
business growth in American history; it does
not hurt the economy when you help people
succeed at home and at work. Parenting is
our most important work, and we’re better
off.

I want to expand family and medical leave
to say you can have a little time off without
losing your job to go see your children’s
teacher twice a year and when someone in
your family needs to go to the doctor, to take
them. And I think when people earn over-
time, they ought to have the right to decide
whether to take the overtime in cash or time
with their family if they’re needed at home.
Will you help us build that kind of future?
[Applause]

The crime rate has gone down for 4 years
in a row because we listen to the police in
this country and to community activists, be-
cause we passed a crime bill that had tougher
punishment but also had prevention pro-
grams to give our children something to say
yes to, is putting 100,000 police on the street
and taking guns and drugs and gangs off the
street. The Brady bill cost no Pennsylvania
hunter a weapon, not a single one. But
60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers didn’t
get handguns to terrorize the people here
in Philadelphia as a result of it.

And now we have to go further and finish
the job of putting those police on the street.
You know, our friends on the other side, they
still are trying to undermine our commitment
to 100,000 police. It is bringing the crime
rate down. I want to keep going until we have
8 years of declining crime and everybody in
this country feels safe walking on the street
outside their house with their children play-
ing in the park down the street, feels safe
in their schools, safe in their homes, safe in
their neighborhoods. From the Violence
Against Women Act, to the domestic violence

prevention program, to the 100,000 police,
we are moving in the right direction. Will
you help us build that bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause]

There are still 10 million children in this
country living within 4 miles of a toxic waste
dump. I want to close 500 more so we can
look every child in the face and say, ‘‘Son
or daughter, you’re going to grow up next
to a park, not poison.’’ In America, we know
the environment can be enhanced as we
grow the economy, and we will never turn
back on that commitment. Will you help us
build that bridge to the 21st century? [Ap-
plause]

We’ve moved almost 2 million people from
welfare to work and signed a new bill that
says that people who are able-bodied have
to turn their welfare check into a paycheck
within 2 years. That sounds good, but passing
a law does not change people’s lives. I say
if you require people to go to work, you had
better make sure there is work for them to
do. I have a plan to create those jobs, and
I want you to help me build that bridge to
the 21st century. Will you help us do that?
[Applause]

Most of all, my fellow Americans, your
vote will decide whether we go forward to-
gether in our common quest to give every
person in this country, from the smallest chil-
dren to people way in their later years who
need it the opportunity to learn and to keep
on learning for a lifetime and to do so at
international standards of excellence.

We have worked hard to improve edu-
cation, but we must do more. We have to
raise standards, define them, expect them,
and measure them and hold people account-
able. We ought to do more. Forty percent
of the 8-year-olds in this country—this is im-
portant—40 percent of the 8-year-olds in this
country can still not read independently.
That’s partly because we have so many peo-
ple coming to our country from other places
and their first language isn’t English. But
they need to learn to read so they can grow
and learn and someday show up at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania or Drexel and do well.
That’s when they need to learn.

Now, we have a plan to mobilize 30,000
AmeriCorps volunteers and other trained
reading experts to go across the country to
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generate a million total volunteers to help
teach children to read. Of the 200,000 extra
work study slots we just got allocated to col-
lege students, I want 100,000 of those de-
voted to young people who say, ‘‘Yes, if you
will help me go through college, I will be
glad to take some of my time to teach a young
child to read.’’ Will you help us do that? Will
you help us do that? [Applause]

We have to keep going with technology
until we hook every school and library in the
country up to the Internet, to the information
superhighway. I want to do it for free—every
classroom and every library. For the first
time in history, if we do this, we can know,
for the very first time since education began
in America, that the students in the poorest
inner-city schools, the students in the most
remote mountain villages, along with the stu-
dents in the wealthiest schools and the mid-
dle class schools, all of our kids together for
the first time ever will have access to the
same information in the same way at the
same time. We are going to revolutionize
learning in America if we do it. Will you help
us do that? [Applause]

And finally, we are determined to open the
doors of college education to all Americans
by passing the HOPE scholarship, and say-
ing, within 4 years we want 2 years of edu-
cation after high school to be as universal
as a high school diploma is today. And we’ll
help you do it. You can deduct dollar for dol-
lar from your tax bill the cost of a typical
community college tuition. Until everybody
can go, we’ll pay the way. All you have to
do is work hard and make your grades, be
responsible, and we’ll give you the oppor-
tunity to build a new life. We want to give
every college student, undergraduate or
graduate in any form of higher education, a
$10,000 tax deduction a year for the cost of
any tuition. Will you help us do that? [Ap-
plause]

We want to let families all over America
save in IRA’s for college and withdraw the
money without tax penalty for education or
home buying or medical costs, so that we can
say we will never tax the money being used
for higher education in America because we
want everyone to go. I want you to help us
achieve that. We can do it with your help.
Will you do it? [Applause]

And finally, let me just say this—look
around this great sea of people today. You
have people here who come from every con-
tinent, from many different racial and ethnic
and religious groups. Here we are together
as Americans. You have people here with dif-
ferent political opinions. I’m glad some of
the opposition showed up today; reminds us
we don’t have everything.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Now, wait a minute. No.

Listen. That’s what makes America America.
If we all agreed, it wouldn’t be nearly as in-
teresting as it is, because we’re all different.

But you think about the rest of the world.
Congressman Fattah mentioned it. But you
think about Bosnia, the Middle East, North-
ern Ireland, Rwanda, Burundi, South Africa;
how many places in the world have people
been torn apart because folks are driven by
their hatreds rather than their hopes, be-
cause people define themselves in terms of
who they aren’t instead of who they are, be-
cause political leaders are always looking for
a wedge to drive into the stake of the spirit
of people instead of looking for ways to bring
us together. We have beat that.

In the reaction we had to the terrible trag-
edy in Oklahoma City, we said, ‘‘We don’t
hate people just because they work for our
Government. They’re our servants.’’ In the
reaction we had to the terrible church burn-
ings, to the desecrations of synagogues and
the destruction of Islamic centers, we said,
‘‘In America we believe in religious freedom
and dignity.’’

You look around this crowd today—that’s
the last thing I want to say—we have got
to say, ‘‘If you believe in the Constitution,
the Declaration of Independence, and the
Bill of Rights birthed by our Founders here
so many years ago, if you are willing to show
up tomorrow and do the right thing, being
a good student, going to work and doing your
best, we don’t need to know anything else
about you. You’re part of our America, part
of our future, and you’re going to walk across
that bridge with us into the 21st century.’’

Will you be there next week? [Applause]
Will you lead them? [Applause]

Thank you. God bless you. We can do it.
Thank you.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. at Hill
Field. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Ed-
ward Rendell of Philadelphia; Joe Hoeffel, can-
didate for Pennsylvania’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict; entertainers Grover Washington, Patti
LaBelle, and Boyz 2 Men; Rodney Peete, quarter-
back, NFL Philadelphia Eagles, and his wife,
Holly Robinson Peete; Constantine Papadakis,
president, Drexel University; Judith Roden, presi-
dent, University of Pennsylvania; Bob Brady,
chairman, Philadelphia Democratic Party; and
Catherine Baker Knowles, Pennsylvania State
treasurer.

Proclamation 6947—National
Adoption Month, 1996
October 29, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Thousands of American children have

never known what it is like to belong to a
family—to grow up with the comfort and se-
curity that most of us take for granted. They
are children whose parents, for a variety of
reasons, are unable or unwilling to care for
them. Instead, these children often find
themselves drifting from home to home in
foster care. They live every day without
mothers or fathers to guide them, nurture
them, and tell them that they are special.

Adoption is a commonsense solution that
places children in permanent homes with
parents who will offer them love and security.
National Adoption Month is a time for all
Americans to reflect on the rewards of join-
ing children who need families with adults
who seek the responsibilities and joys of par-
enthood. This month is an opportunity to cel-
ebrate family, especially families formed by
adoptions.

Our Nation has no greater responsibility
than to ensure that every child has the
chance to live up to his or her God-given
potential. We can help meet that challenge
by identifying a permanent, loving family for
every child waiting in the foster care system.

Among the approximately 86,000 children
who will await adoption within the next few
years are tens of thousands with special

needs. Many of these, through no fault of
their own, wait years for adoption. Yet when
these children are accepted into loving family
environments, they can bring the same joy,
affection, and love to their adoptive families
as other children bring.

In recent years, we have made important
strides in encouraging parents to adopt. I
have signed legislation to help facilitate adop-
tions by prohibiting discrimination based on
race or ethnicity in placement decisions, in-
creasing the recruitment of adoptive parents,
and providing a tax credit to families who
adopt children.

Much remains to be done, however. As a
Nation, we must continue to work to remove
obstacles to adoption, to recruit new adoptive
families, to offer financial incentives for
placements, and to provide support to par-
ents adopting children with special needs.
Nothing should stand in the way of providing
every boy and girl in America the permanent,
loving home each of them deserves. Children
are, after all, our country’s most precious re-
source and our most important responsibility.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 1996
as National Adoption Month. I urge the peo-
ple of the United States to observe this
month with appropriate activities and pro-
grams and to participate in efforts to find
permanent homes for waiting children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:52 a.m., October 30, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 31.
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